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Background

As the Rare Diseases including Rare Cardiovascular Diseases are becoming a significant burden for patients, physicians, and health care systems worldwide, the European and national legislation authorities has adopted certain actions in order to overcome irresistible inequities in the access to the professional care of this group of patients. 
Discussion: European Reference Networks
Given the specific nature of the matter of RDs it becomes obvious however, that establishing Centres of Expertise (CoEs) with the highest expected expertise for each rare disease (RD) or group of RDs in each European country is an unrealistic concept. Therefore, creating the networks of collaboration at the pan - European level appears to be the key element to achieve an overall progress in this area [1]. As for the principle of the Cross-border Healthcare Directive, patients who cannot receive sufficient attention in their local health care facilities should have an opportunity to seek for more adequate one in other CoEs hosted by another  European Member State. But having to attend a clinic located in a foreign country can induce several negative logistic, financial or psychological outcomes for patients with often very debilitating rare conditions. Creation of European Reference Networks (ERN) would for this matter ensure that expertise is the one that travels rather than patients themselves. Current approach to the concept of ERNs is presented in the Recommendations on Rare Disease European Reference Networks document formulated by the EUCERD in 2013 [2]. Major potential benefits of ERNs are seen in (1) improving patient’s access to multidisciplinary teams of experts by rearranging their referral pathways initiated by primary care physicians; (2) creating platforms for sharing knowledge and expertise, organizing trainings for health professionals and exchanging laboratory samples, radiological images or diagnostic procedures; (3) establishing registries, databases, biobanks to increase cohorts for research studies and clinical trials; (4) bringing together patients and patient organization networks to promote their impact in the field. 
Conclusion

Designation of ERNs is believed will provide positive impact on improving the quality of care of patients with RDs. The CRCD in Krakow represents a node of the orphan cardiovascular diseases ERN [3]. It actively cooperates with a broad panel of national and international experts of various disciplines of medicine and health sciences. The Centre has additionally, elaborated referral pathways with district hospitals in Malopolska region to improve the access to medical advice for patients and physicians 
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