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CASE SUMMARY 

This is a high-risk patient with single ventricle, low mean pulmonary arterial pressure, severe 

ventricular hypertrophy, subnormal EF. Endocarditis of tricuspid valve (?) is described, but 

valve function (incompetence) is not given in detail 

 

DISCUSSION 

There are several treatment options: 

1. Primary.Fontan operation bears very high risk, because ventricular hypertrophy, 

possible hepato-renal insufficiency after operation, usually seen in an older 

patients 
2. Cavo-pulmonary shunt is insufficient in increasing arterial saturation in an adult 

patient, because of insufficient flow from upper body, contrary to small children 
3. Cavo-pulmonary shunt with additional blood flow source ( systemic-pulmonary 

shunt) seems to optimal option before Fontan operation 
4. Cardiac transplantation on this stage to my opinion is not indicated 

 

EXPERT’S OPINION 
Cavo-pulmonary shunt with additional blood flow source (systemic-pulmonary shunt) seems 

to optimal option before Fontan operation 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

I recommend cavo-pulmonary shunt combined with systemic (central) 

aorto-pulmonary anastomosis. Operation can be performed without use of 

extracorporeal circulation, to reduce risk of operation. If TV incompetence 

is significant it must be corrected using ECC 
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